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Master Cattleman
All About Goats! Webinar
Featured Publication & Recipe

3- All About Goats Webinar, online

13- Crop Webinar, online

13- Beef Webinar, online

15-KSBA Conference, Owensboro*

17- All About Goats Webinar, online

20- Crop Webinar, Online

22- West KY Bred Heifer Sale, Guthrie

27-28 Office Closed for Thanksgiving

November

Please call the office to register for events so
we can contact people in case of cancellations

+Dee is driving, if you want a ride please call
*Community Christmas 

1- All About Goats Webinar, Online

8- Evergreen Wreath Class, 5:30 PM, St. WIlliam Church

9- CPH Sale, Guthrie

11- Beef Webinar, online

15- All About Goats Webinar, online

24- January 2- Office Closed for Holidays

December



CHRISTMAS CLASSES 

Dee will be attending part
of the Fruit & Vegetable

Conference. If you want to
ride with Dee one of those
days then call the office.

FRUIT & VEGETABLE CONFERENCE

It’s time to make your own
evergreen wreath!! This

year’s class will be
December 8. Call the

office to register.



BEEF CATTLE HAPPENIN’S

Crittenden County Cattleman’s
Association is working on a winter
meeting, stay tuned for the date.

The Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture,  Food and Environment
is an Equal Opportunity Organization with respect to education
and employment and authorization to provide research,
education information and other services only to individuals and
institutions that function without regard to economic or social
status and wil l  not discriminate on the basis of race,  color,
ethnic origin,  national origin,  creed, rel igion,  polit ical  belief,  sex,
sexual orientation,  gender identity,  gender expression,
pregnancy,  marital  status,  genetic information,  age,  veteran
status,  physical  or mental  disabil ity or reprisal  or retal iation for
prior civi l  r ights activity.
Reasonable accommodation of disabil ity may be available with
prior notice.  Program information may be made available in
languages other than English.
Inquiries regarding compliance with Title VI  and Title VII  of the
Civil  Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments,
Section 504 of the Rehabil itation Act and other related matter
should be directed to
Equal Opportunity Office,  Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture,
Food and Environment ,  University of Kentucky,  Room S-105,
Agriculture Science Building,  North Lexington, Kentucky 40546,
the UK Office of Equal Opportunity,  13 Main Building,  University
of Kentucky,  Lexington, KY 40506-0032 or
US Department of Agriculture,  Office of the Assistant Secretary
for Civil  Rights,  1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington,
D.C.  20250-9410.



MASTER CATTLEMEN PROGRAM



FESCUE TOXICITY IN THE FALL:  IS  THIS AN ISSUE
KENTUCKY FORAGE NEWS

The last four late summers and falls  have had extended dry periods,  followed by late-
fall  rains.  This has made fall  forage establishment and fall  stockpil ing diff icult  since
dependable rains have come very late.  These long dry periods have also caused
considerable stress on cool-season forages.  In many parts of the region,  Kentucky
bluegrass was completely dormant ,  and many orchardgrass stands have thinned. On
the other hand, KY-31 tall  fescue plants have only shown reduced growth with leaf
curl ing (a drought survival  response),  but the endophyte has allowed good survival  of
these plants.  When the fall  rains f inally came, fescue-predominant pastures were the
first ones to green up.
Unfortunately,  the new growth after these periods of drought stress has shown
abnormally high levels of ergovaline,  the toxic alkaloid in KY-31 tall  fescue.  Normally,
the highest levels of ergovaline are in May and June when seedheads are present and
lower in the fall  when the plants are in a vegetative stage,  but it  seems that these
higher ergovaline levels are some type of drought response in the plant .  The high fall
ergovaline levels have also extended into early winter since hard freezes (<25
degrees) seem to be coming later the last few years.
 You might ask ,  “ Why should I  care? ” We normally aren’t  concerned about toxicity in
tall  fescue during the fall ,  and this is  part of the reason that fall  calving has been
encouraged in the region.  The lower ergovaline in the fall  al lows good milk production
for fall  calves and fewer rebreeding issues than with spring calving herds.  These
herds are being bred during the very toxic late spring period.  Although we have not
conducted systematic research,  below are anecdotal  reports from KY farms from the
fall  of  2024.
 The following observations are from UK’s Dr.  Les Anderson. Last fall ,  I  had several
questions regarding fescue toxicosis from grazing fescue regrowth after Hurricane
Helene.  One producer was breeding late October/early November and had zero
conception rate on cows with a long history of great conception.  He also had 30% of
his herd get tender feet during this period,  and he treated for foot rot ,  even though it
did not appear to be foot rot .  Another producer called and had a few abortions
during this period on his January calving cows. His cow ’s feet were also tender.
 Dr.  Chris Teutsch shared the following observations from when he worked in Virginia .
We had a major drought one year,  18” behind at one point in t ime. About mid-August ,
it  started to rain,  and we got the most beautiful  stockpiled tall  fescue that I  can
remember.  Later that fall ,  we had a laundry l ist  of fescue-related issues,  including
little or no milk and thickened placentas.  The issues were the worst on farms that
were practicing good grazing management and had good soil  ferti l ity.  They were
creating an environment in which fescue thrived.
 

Figure 1 .  The bottom l ine shows
the normal ergovaline levels
during a one year period and the
upper l ine shows what happened
in 2022.  We saw similar results in
2023 and 2024. With cattle it ’s
best if  they are not consuming
more than 500ppb ergovaline in
their  total  diet .  Note:  in mixed
pastures make sure to take into
account the dilution factor.  If
fescue is  1000ppb but they it ’s
only half  of their  diet ,  then they
are only consuming 500ppm.



FESCUE TOXICITY IN THE FALL:  IS  THIS AN ISSUE (CONT.)

Figure 2.  The UK forage group
has been monitoring tall  fescue
ergovaline levels on four
different farms in Central  KY
and two pastures on each farm.
Here are the results over the
last year.  One farm had
extremely high ergovaline
levels,  but other farms sti l l  had
concerning levels.  Again,
remember that it ’s  not the
ergovaline that matters but
what percentage of high
ergovaline fescue is  in their
total  diet .

Figure 3.  The level  of ergovaline in the total  diet indicates the potential  r isk for
l ivestock .  We assume that most animals readily consume tall  fescue and other
forages l ike bluegrass,  orchardgrass and clover,  but are less l ikely to consume

weeds.  For example,  late term pregnant mares should not have over 200ppb
ergovaline in their  total  diet .  For cattle,  the numbers are less precise,  but

generally fescue toxicity issues may be observed when ergovaline levels in the
diet are consistently over 500ppb. See below for examples of ergovaline in the

total  diet based on the amount of tall  fescue,  other forages,  and undesired
plants/bare soil .

Below are some observations from a retired county agent in KY concerning
breeding success last fall .  One farm had less than 15% success with embryo
transfer on a herd of over 20 cows. Bulls did get a better conception of the next
cycle,  but there were sti l l  some that were late.  Another local  producer had a herd
of 35 cows, which were A .I .ed with t imed insemination.  He had 8 out of the 35
conceive.  The clean-up bull  did get pregnancies,  but sti l l  disappointing results.
Two other herds that do a lot of embryo work reported very poor results.  On the
other hand, a herd on Novel endophyte fescue had 3 out of 3 embryo recipients
conceive and carry the pregnancy,  and 8 out of 11 conceive on a t imed A .I .
What can you do? If  you are seeing issues or have in the past few years,  you can
take cows off  predominant tall  fescue pastures in the fall  (wait  unti l  a couple of
hard freeze periods before putting them back on these pastures).  Legumes,
especially red clover,  help alleviate fescue toxicity.  Therefore,  feed hay containing
red clover.  An alternative is  feeding soybeans (2 lbs per day) or soyhulls (5 lbs per
day).  You can completely renovate your most toxic f ields with novel endophyte tall
fescue and have your cows on these f ields before,  during,  and just after the
breeding season. You can also test for ergovaline levels by submitting fall  fescue
samples from your pasture to the UK Vet Diagnostic lab.  Then you can better
determine which f ields are the safest for grazing during the fall .  



KY STATE BEEKEEPERS FALL CONFERENCE

We are roadtrippin’ again
for the KSBA Fall

Conference! If you would
like to ride please call the

office by November 12.

Sign up to receive office emails. Make sure you
select the ANR option to get emails directly from

me! Just scan the code and answer a few
questions.

SIGN UP FOR EMAIL LIST

Crittenden County Extension is a drop off location for CWD
samples. If you wish to participate bring harvest deer to
freezer which is behind the side porch at the Extension

Annex and follow the directions on the freezer. We hope all
hunters have a safe and successful deer season.

CWD DROP OFF LOCATION



UPCOMING WEBINARS

KENTUCKY FARM BUSINESS MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

The Kentucky Farm Business Management Program is a program of the Department
of Agricultural  Economics at the University of Kentucky.  Extension Special ists

serve four Farm Analysis Associations working with cooperating members to
improve farm management techniques and decisions through recordkeeping and

analysis.  Currently,  KFBM serves 355 farms that are representative of 49 counties.
KFBM special ists work closely with diverse farm cooperators.  

Program members receive one-on-one consultations and a broad range of f inancial
planning and analysis services from their  regional special ist  throughout the year,

while the university gains real-world data from operations across the
commonwealth to inform and guide efforts and decisions across areas of research,

extension and teaching.  

Crittenden County producers who
are interested in working with

KYFBM can call the Pennyroyal
Area office based in Hopkinsville

at 270-886-5281.



AUTUMN WINDS
CHRISTINE AIENA- NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE,  WILMINGTON,  OHIO

Autumn is widely recognized as the "season of change," as the environment
undergoes visible transformations,  including the alteration of leaf colors,  the
shortening and cooling of days,  which in turn instigates shifts in animal migration
patterns and concludes the growing season. Concurrently,  the dog days of stagnant
summer air  are replaced by cool and breezy conditions.  As we head into the autumn
months,  it 's  a good time to review wind and wind-related products the National
Weather Service can issue.  
Larger differences in air  masses during autumn can lead to stronger frontal  passages
and storm systems; it ’s  not uncommon for a strong low pressure system to move
through with howling winds,  only to depart leaving the trees bare of any color and
leaves!  These strong systems can cause structural  damage and even injuries or,  in
rare circumstances,  deaths.  When wind speeds are sustained around 40 to 50 MPH,
isolated wind damage is  possible,  l ike downed trees or branches,  missing shingles or
siding to homes,  and downed power poles/l ines.  However,  when higher wind speeds
occur,  even more signif icant damage is  possible.  A great example of this is  when the
remnants of Hurricane Helene moved through the Tennessee and Ohio Valleys last
year.  When a system l ike this moves through, the National Weather Service wil l  issue
Wind Advisories or High Wind Watches/Warnings.  We’l l  break down the differences in
the wind related products below:

High Wind Watch:  Be Prepared! Sustained, strong winds are possible.  Secure loose
outdoor items and adjust plans as necessary so you're not caught outside.

Wind Advisory:  Take Action! Strong winds are occurring but are not so strong as to
warrant a High Wind Warning.  Objects that are outdoors should be secured and
caution should be taken if  driving.

High Wind Warning:  Take Action! Sustained, strong winds with even stronger gusts are
happening.  Seek shelter.  If  you are driving,  keep both hands on the wheels and slow
down.

You can prepare for the strong winds ahead and hopefully prevent damage to your
property,  or worse,  by taking the following steps:
-Trim tree branches away from your home and powerlines;  secure loose
gutters/shingles.
-Identify an interior room, such as a basement or interior bathroom, where you can
take shelter during high wind events.  
-Make a l ist  of items outside of your home that you may need to bring inside or t ie
down so they don’t  blow away or f ly through a window. Additionally,  have a plan for
your l ivestock and any outdoor pets for high wind events.  
-Have an emergency kit  ready! Include items such as spare food, water,  and
medication to last up to three days for each person in your home: remember,  roads
may be impassible due to debris making pharmacy or grocery trips diff icult  or
impossible.  Plan to have a l ight source in case power goes out ,  such as a f lashlight or
candles.  



FEATURED RECIPE

FEATURED PUBLICATION

Direct ions:
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F.
Gently  scrub peppers with a c lean vegetable brush under cool  running water.
Cut off  curved top of  pepper.  Remove stem only and throw away.  Dice remaining part  of  pepper top.
Scoop out and discard seeds and pith from bottom part  of  each pepper.  Preheat a 12- inch cast  iron
ski l let  over medium heat.
Add ol ive oi l  to the ski l let .  Sauté the diced pepper and 0nion for 3 to S minutes,  unt i l  they begin to
soften.  Add ground venison,  gar l ic ,  salt - free herb blend,  pepper,  and oregano.  Cook 3 to S minutes
longer.  St ir  often.
Add the tomato sauce and r ice to the ski l let .  St ir  to combine.
Fi l l  peppers with r ice and meat mixture.  Top with shredded cheese.
Bake for 30 to 40 minutes,  or unt i l  peppers are soft  and cheese is  melted.
Serve immediately .  Store leftovers in the refr igerator within 2 hours.

Source:  Cook Wi ld Kentucky Project

Game Stuffed Peppers

ID-125 Kentucky Wheat Guide
Stop by the office to get your

copy today!t

Ingredients:
 6 medium bell peppers
 1 medium onion, diced

 2 garlic cloves, minced, or 1 teaspoon garlic powder
 1 tablespoon olive oil

 1 pound ground venison, elk, or beef
 1 tablespoon salt-free herb blend

 1 teaspoon ground pepper
 1 teaspoon dried oregano

 1 I5-ounce can no-salt added tomato sauce
 1 cup cooked rice

 4 ounces Monterey Jack Cheese, shredded

 

Nutrition facts per serving: 280 calories; 9g total fat; 3.Sg saturated fat; Og trans fat; 75mg cholesterol; 380mg sodium; 25g
carbohydrate; 4g dietary fiber; 9g total sugars; Og added sugar; 26g protein; 0% Daily Value of vitamin D; 15% Daily Value of

calcium; 30% daily value of iron; 6% Daily Value of potassium.


